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Abstract:

This research examines Iraq's foreign policy towards Saudi
Arabia after 2003, in light of the structural transformations
witnessed by the Iraqi political system and the accompanying
internal and regional challenges. It begins with the premise that
this policy, despite the period of estrangement and subsequent
rapprochement, has gradually moved towards openness and
development. The research employs both descriptive and inductive
methodologies to analyze the concept of foreign policy and its
political, security, and economic determinants. It reveals that weak
institutional performance and the reliance on a quota-based system
have contributed to the confusion surrounding foreign policy
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decision-making. The research also demonstrates that security
considerations have been a primary determinant of bilateral
relations, while the economic dimension has played an increasingly
important role in fostering rapprochement. The research concludes
that the future of Iraqi-Saudi relations hinges on consolidating
internal stability and building a balanced foreign policy based on
shared interests between the two countries.

Keywords: Foreign policy, relations, cooperation, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, regional security
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