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believers gardens as wide as the heavens
and the earth if they believe, and threatens
them with fires that will consume them if
they deny His blessings and favors.

Our poet, Abu Talib (peace be upon him),
played a significant role in this endeavor,
driven by the duty entrusted to him by
his father, Abdul-Muttalib, to protect and
defend the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him and his family). He promised
those who rose up to support Ahmad
(peace and blessings be upon him and his
family) (from his tribe and people) success
in both worlds: bliss in this life and eternal
bliss in the Hereafter. He also threatened
those who opposed and fought against him
and his message with disgrace and shame
in this world, and with a fire kindled by the
Almighty in the Hereafter.

This promise and that threat — within the
folds of his poetry that we have before us
- conveyed the strength of his faith in his
firm belief, in defense and struggle with
hand and tongue, and in anticipation of
victory sooner or later.

Keywords: Abu Talib, Abu Talib’s poetry,
promise and threat, promise and threat in

Arabic poetry.
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Abstract:

This research focuses on two closely related
terms in the Arabic language: promise and
threat. It is well-known to any discerning
reader that these two terms appear in Arabic
literature, indeed in the earliest poetic texts
that have reached us, particularly in the
poetry of Al-Muhalhil, who promises his
people victory and revenge, and threatens
his enemies from the Banu Bakr ibn Wa'il
with destruction. Similarly, Imru’ al-Qays
promises his people the restoration of his
father’s glory and kingdom, and threatens
his father’s killers with death and dispersal.
Many other poets like these two, whose
works are found in the major sources of
Arabic literature, also use these terms.
Furthermore, these two terms are also

found in the Quran, where God promises
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