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Abstract

The study examines the structural transformation of local
administration in Iraq after 2003, which was characterized by
the adoption of the decentralized administrative system through
the establishment of provincial councils as elected bodies
responsible for managing local affairs. These councils have
undergone multiple stages marked by the influence of political
and partisan forces on their performance and outcomes. In this
context, the study aims to clarify the constitutional and legal
foundations governing the elections of provincial councils and

their implications for the nature of local political
representation. It also explores the legislative development of
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electoral laws, particularly the Iraqi Constitution and the
Provincial Council Elections Law No. (12) of 2018 and its
amendments. Furthermore, the study analyzes the results of the
2023 Baghdad Provincial Council elections in terms of winning
political blocs, the factors influencing voting behavior, and the
outcomes produced at the level of local representation within
the Baghdad Provincial Council.

Keywords: " Elections", "Provincial Councils", "Proportional
Representation", "Sainte-Lague".
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