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Abstract:
This study examines the transformations of the international
system in light of the rise of multipolarity after 2020, analyzing
structural shifts in the global distribution of power and patterns
of interaction among major actors. The research argues that the
COVID-19 pandemic represented a critical turning point that
accelerated the decline of unipolarity and the emergence of a

more complex and pluralistic order. It adopts an analytical-
interpretive approach focusing on the strategic rivalry between
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the United States and China, as well as Russia’s role in
reshaping security balances, particularly in the aftermath of the
Russia—Ukraine war.

The study further explores the growing influence of regional
and emerging powers and the rise of economic and political
groupings such as BRICS, alongside the continued relevance of
traditional security frameworks such as NATO. It concludes
that the contemporary international system is evolving toward a
form of “flexible multipolarity,” characterized by fluid
alliances, overlapping arenas of conflict and cooperation, and
the increasing use of economic, technological, and cyber
instruments of power—indicating not merely a redistribution of
power but a broader reconfiguration of the rules governing
global order.

Keywords: "International system", "Multipolarity",
"Geopolitical ~ shifts", "Balance of power", "Strategic
competition".
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