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Semantic-Dialectical Mental Representation and Its Relationship to Language
Skills Among Students of Arabic Language Departments in Colleges of
Education
A.P.D. Ali Kazim Yaseen Al-Muhannah
Al-Qadisiyah University — College of Education — Department of Educational and
Psychological Sciences

Abstract:

The current research aims to identify semantic mental representation and its
relationship to language skills among students of Arabic language
departments in colleges of education). The researcher employed the descriptive
correlational method. To achieve the research objectives, the researcher selected
Mid-Euphrates universities / colleges of education. The total population of students
at the University of Al-Qadisiyah reached (132) students. Following proportional
distribution, the sample size consisted of (46) males and (86) females for the
academic year (2025-2026).To measure semantic mental representation among
Arabic language students, the researcher developed an objective test consisting of
thirty items. Additionally, the researcher developed a language skills test consisting
of thirty items (both objective and essay-type), spanning a set of items distributed
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across four language skills.After administering both instruments to the research
sample and utilizing the one-sample t-test, the study yielded the following results:
the sample members possess a good level of semantic mental representation.
Regarding the second objective related to language skills, the students possess
these skills to a good degree. Furthermore, there is a statistically significant
positive correlational relationship between semantic mental representation and
language skills.In light of the research findings, the researcher recommended the
necessity of emphasizing the application of verbal and non-verbal communication
skills within the educational setting, given their clear impact on the success of the
educational process, as well as organizing professional development courses for
students to increase their awareness of recent trends and developments. The
researcher suggested constructing a proposed program based on semantic mental
representation to train male and female Arabic language teachers.

Keywords: Semantic Mental Representation- Language Skills
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