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The Sufi Term between Motivation and Arbitrariness: Al-
Qashani’s Istilahat al-Sufiyya (d. 730 AH) as a Model

M.M. Ali Ghazi Mohammed

College of Education \University of Maysan

Abstract:

This research examines the Sufi terminology of al-Qashani
(may God have mercy on him), exploring the interplay
between intentionality and arbitrariness. Al-Qashani was a
Sufi scholar well-versed in the intentions of Sufis and their
intended meanings, clarifying them for his audience. The
research explores the origins of the Sufi lexicon, the
evolution of its meanings, and attempts to connect modern
and classical scholars in this field. It then examines the
linguistic and technical definitions of terms, followed by an
explanation of intentionality. Finally, it delves into al-
Qashani's life, works, methodology, and the semantic
development of the term, among other topics. The most
important findings of this research are:

1- Sufi terminology is specific to its adherents and varies
according to the breadth of the mystic's spiritual
experience.
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2- Sufi lexicons derive their meanings from diverse sources,
most importantly Quranic meanings. Nature, letters, and
numbers may also be employed as purely Sufi terminology.
3- Sufi lexicons are characterized by compound terms,
specifically those composed of two words, such as
"servant" and "one of the Beautiful Names of God."
Keywords: Sufism, terminology, arbitrariness, meaning,
intentionality, spirituality.
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