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The Commercial Role of Old Al-Iskan Street in the City of Ramadi and Its

Effectiveness in Stimulating Local Economic Activity (A Field Study)

Keywords

Commercial Streets;
Local Economic
Activity;
Infrastructure;
Commercial
Establishments;
Traffic Congestion.

o A EI L) 3.0
B3 o) g3tV [ Y iy alall By el

Abstract

This study tries to examine the commercial function of one of the vital commercial streets in the city

of Ramadi which is Old Al-Iskan Street and the role of the street in meeting the needs of the people
living around it and nearby areas as well as the extent of influence of this street. In addition, the study
will look at the efficiency of the street in developing the commercial economic activities locally, the
specialization patterns in this street, and the problems existing in the street. The findings showed that
some parts of the street have commercial specialization function along with many commercial
functions and also the changes in the patterns of buildings offering commercial services, creating
various job opportunities for the people of the surrounding areas and meeting the consumer needs.
Moreover, the influence of the commercial services offered by the street affects the other areas of the
city of Ramadi. In the end, the study revealed that there were 78 numbers of commercial and service
establishments. Establishments that sell food items, sweets, beverages, bakeries, and cafeterias made up
22% of the total number of establishments. Due to the commercial importance of the street, the price of
land became 2-3 million Iragi dinars per square meter, and the rent prices amounted to 200,000 to
400,000 Iragi dinars.
However, due to these changes, several issues arose in consequence. There was a change in the
character and privacy of the area, pressure on infrastructure, the creation of some environmental issues,
and traffic problems. The main issue that had great influence was the problem of traffic congestion,
which formed 22% of all the identified issues on the street. In conclusion, there are some
recommendations in the study, among which the most important is dealing with these issues especially
traffic congestion and improvement of transportation on the street through provision of parking space
S0 as not to let cars park in the middle of the street. Moreover, further development of the commercial
street is recommended due to its importance in boosting the economy of Ramadi city.

* Dr. Ebtisam Bada’a Ali Hassan,

ebtesambdaaali@gmail.com
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