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A Cultural Semiotic Analysis of Visual Logo Composition in the Faculties of
the University of Kufa: A Reading into Identity and Belonging from an
Artistic Design Perspective
Dr. Ruba Ibrahim Neamah
Affiliation: Department of Art Education, Faculty of Education, University of
Kufa

Abstract:

The current research aimed to evaluate and analyze the design and semantic
efficiency of the official logos of the faculties at the University of Kufa (22
logos), and to determine their compliance with visual, cultural, and institutional
standards. To achieve this objective, the study adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach utilizing visual and semiotic content analysis. A standardized
measurement tool, the (Faculty Logo Content Analysis Form), consisting of four
main axes and (17) indicators, was developed and validated, achieving a face
validity agreement rate of (%92). The macro-statistical results revealed a full
compliance rate of (%100) regarding the logos' representation of the faculties'
identities and their incorporation of direct functional symbols reflecting their
academic specializations (such as medical and engineering icons). Furthermore,
the cultural dimension recorded a high prevalence of (%81.8) through the
consistent employment of local symbols, including the dome of the Great
Mosque of Kufa and the waves of the Euphrates River, which enhance the
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historical authenticity of the location. Conversely, the study identified a relative
decline in visual legibility in some complex Arabic typographies that overlap
with graphic symbols. The research recommended the necessity of undergoing a
visual redesign for cluttered logos, adopting minimalism to suit contemporary
digital applications without compromising their authentic identity.

Keywords: Faculty Logos, University of Kufa, Visual Identity, Semiotic
Analysis, Content Analysis Form.
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