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Abstract:

This research examines grammatical augmentation as
conceived by one of the most prominent commentators on
Al-Mufassal, Muwaffaq al-Din lbn Ya‘Tsh (d. 643 AH), as a
pivotal concept affecting both word structure and
predication. The research proceeds from a fundamental
problem: How did Ibn Ya'ish theorize this concept? What
controls did he establish to distinguish between original
and augmented elements? And what are the grammatical
and morphological implications of ruling that an element is
augmented? The research adopted a descriptive-analytical
approach, examining Ibn Ya‘ish's texts in his commentary
on Al-Mufassal.

In the preamble, the research revealed the definition of
augmentation according to lbn Ya'ish as: the addition of
one or more letters to the roots of a word, to achieve
semantic purposes such as emphasis (al-tawkid),
mutawa‘ah (acquiescence/compliance), feminization (al-
ta'nith), analogy (al-ilhaqg), and genus comprehensiveness
(istighrag aljins). It also reviewed its types
(giyasi/systematic and non-giyasi/non-systematic) and its
four positions within the word.

In the first section, it became evident that Ibn Ya‘Tsh's
position on augmentation rests on two pillars: first,
considering augmentation as a "deviation from the original
norm" (‘'uddl ‘an al-asl) that is not resorted to except with
evidence; and second, observance of grammatical meaning
(al-ma‘na al-nahwil) as the purpose and rationale for
augmentation, affirming that "the strength of expression
indicates the strength of meaning."
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As for the second section, the research presented applied
examples of the augmentation of (al-fa’) in the predicate of
(inna), and the augmentation of (min) in affirmative
contexts, demonstrating how lbn Ya‘ilsh employed his
vision in weighing between grammarians' opinions, and
how "authentically transmitted usage" (al-sama’) takes
precedence over the "presumption of continuity of the
original state" (istishab al-asl) when they conflict.

The research concluded with six results, most notably: that
augmentation is originally an anomalous matter that is
exceptional to linguistic structure; that it must have a
meaning that can only be conveyed through it; that
authentically transmitted usage is the basis for ruling on it;
that augmentation in structure is an indication of
augmentation in meaning; that Ibn Ya'ish established
objective controls such as derivation (al-ishtigaq),
frequency of occurrence (al-shuyd’), and morphological
possibility (al-imkaniyyah al-sarfiyyah); and finally, that
augmentation transcended the traditional boundaries
between morphology, syntax, and phonology, affirming the
unity of linguistic analysis in the Arabic grammatical
tradition.

Keywords: Ibn Ya‘ish, Sharh al-Mufassal, grammatical
augmentation, deviation from the original norm,
grammatical meaning, distinction criteria, morphological-
syntactic integration.
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