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The Morphological Structure in the Arrangement of the
Arabic Dictionary: A Study of the Impact of Root and
Pattern on Lexicographical Organization

Dr. Zahraa Shihab Ahmed

Department of Arabic Language / College of Education /
University of Maysan

Abstract:

The Arabic lexicon occupies a prestigious position among
the world’s dictionaries, as its role has gone beyond merely
recording and explaining words to reflecting a profound
scientific awareness of the structure and system of the
Arabic language. The compilation of the Arabic lexicon was
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founded on two central principles: the root and the
morphological pattern, which together represent the
morphological structure that supported the systematic and
accurate arrangement of its entries. Early scholars
understood that linking words to their roots, and analyzing
their morphological patterns, offered a powerful gateway
to comprehending the general meaning of words and
recognizing their derivational extensions. This awareness
was directly reflected in lexicographic works from their
inception.

This is clearly evident in dictionaries such as Kitab al-'Ayn
by Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad, who placed the root at the center
of organizing entries, believing that knowledge of the root
opens the door for researchers to a broad network of
related meanings. The pattern, for its part, helped to
explain the grammatical functions of words and distinguish
their nuanced meanings, thus serving as a complementary
standard alongside the root in the indexing process.
However, the reliance on both the root and the pattern has
historically generated critical debates, especially as modern
researchers have become more inclined toward
alphabetical arrangements. Nevertheless, the
morphological system remains a rich and powerful asset of
the Arabic lexicon, deserving of an in-depth study that
reveals both its potential and its challenges.

Accordingly, this research seeks to explore the impact of
the morphological structure, represented by root and
pattern, on the arrangement of the Arabic lexicon,
analyzing the advantages and challenges of this system,
and comparing it to contemporary attempts to organize

[219]



PRIV B TP

entries in a way that better serves researchers, language
learners, and users in the digital age.

Keywords: Morphological structure, Lexical organization,
Root, Pattern .
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