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Dialogical Implication and Necessity and Their Balance with
the Concepts of Implicit and Concealed Meanings in Islamic
Jurisprudence

Dr. Nasreen Hamed Munim

Ministry of Education / Babil Education Directorate
Abstract:

The function of language is to create and influence the
world, not merely to be a tool for description. This is what
is called speech acts. This leads us to employ the pragmatic
approach in reading speech acts among Islamic legal
scholars (usul al-figh), considering them a tool and entry
point for directing meaning in the texts of the Qur'an and
Sunnah, or for deriving rulings in jurisprudential
discussions. Implication is a logical concept more than a
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linguistic one, as its beginnings appeared among the
ancients, and its pragmatic dimensions in discourse
emerged. This occurs within implicit meanings that require
understanding the intended meaning of the speech
without its literal expression, which is called conversational
implicature.

In Islamic legal theory, meaning is divided into the meaning
of the explicit (mantaq) with its two parts: agreement and
disagreement, and the meaning of the implied meaning,
with its two parts: agreement and disagreement. The
explicit and the implied are legal terms. The explicit is what
is understood directly from the utterance, while the implied
refers to what is understood from what is not explicitly
stated. This is similar to Grice's natural and unnatural
meanings and Searle's direct and indirect verbs.

Keywords: Implication, conversational implicature, implied
meaning, explicit and implied meaning.
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