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The Economic Impact of the Dhimmi (Protected People) in the Zayyanid
State (633-962 AH / 1235-1554 AD): Trade as a Model
Dr.Hussain Ghassan Jaber Al-Anbaki
General Directoate of Education in Diyala
Abstract

Here, we highlight the fundamental role played by non-Muslim communities,
including Jews and Christians, in revitalizing commercial activity in the Central
Maghreb under the rule of the Banu Abd al-Wad. The flexible and tolerant
policy adopted by the Zayyanid sultans created an attractive and stable
environment for these social elements, particularly the Jewish families displaced
from Andalusia and Christian merchants arriving from Italian cities and
elsewhere. This prompted them to settle in the capital, Tlemcen, and vital ports
such as Oran and Honaine, and to integrate effectively into the state's economic
system.The most prominent economic impact of the Dhimmi (protected people)
was manifested in their leadership of the foreign trade sector and international
mediation. They leveraged their extensive network of relations spanning both
shores of the Mediterranean to connect Zayyanid markets with European
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kingdoms. They also managed commercial hotels (fundugs) and maritime
agencies in the ports, in addition to playing a prominent role as a link in the
trans-Saharan caravan trade, which transported gold and ivory from the heart of
Africa to be re-exported to Europe in exchange for textiles, metals, and
weapons.Their activity was not limited to the movement of goods but extended
to the financial and banking fields. They excelled in money changing, minting
currencies, and managing loans, which provided substantial cash liquidity in the
markets and supported the Zayyanid state treasury with massive financial
revenues from customs duties and taxes (mukus) imposed on buying and selling
activities.This resulted in transforming the capital, Tlemcen, into a global
commercial hub and a crossroads of civilizations during the High and Late
Middle Ages. It also prompted the Zayyanid sultans to invest in the linguistic
and diplomatic skills of the Dhimmi, appointing them as ambassadors and
translators to conclude treaties and commercial agreements with Mediterranean
powers. This confirms that the Dhimmi were not merely an ordinary
community, but rather formed an essential structural pillar and a driving force
that contributed to shaping the economic prosperity of the Zayyanid state for
three centuries.

Keywords: Impact, Dhimmi (Protected People), The Zayyanid State, Trade.
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