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Abstract

This study aims to examine the critiques directed by Orientalists
toward the primary sources of Islamic history, particularly the Holy
Qur’an, the Prophetic Sunnah, and historical writings. It also seeks to
analyze the methodological foundations upon which these critiques are
based and to evaluate them in light of the Islamic methodology of
documentation and criticism.

The study adopts a critical analytical approach by tracing major
Orientalist arguments, especially those related to the compilation of the
Qur’an, the recording of the Sunnah, and the multiplicity of narratives in
historical sources. It further presents the responses offered by both
classical and contemporary Muslim scholars, which are grounded in the
system of isnad (chain of transmission), the principles of al-jarh wa al-
ta‘dil (evaluation of narrators), and the internal criticism of narroitions.

Moreover, the study seeks to highlight the distinctiveness of the
Islamic methodology in writing history and to demonstrate its
differences from Western approaches. It also calls for the development
of a balanced scientific perspective that benefits from modern research
tools without compromising the methodological foundations of the
Islamic intellectual tradition.

The study concludes that Orientalist critiques are not of equal
scientific value, and that many of them require methodological
reconsideration. At the same time, the Islamic methodology possesses
advanced critical tools that enable it to deal with historical narratives
with a high degree of accuracy.

Keywords: Orientalism, Islamic History, Isnad, Prophetic Sunnah,
Historical Criticism, Modern Methodologies.
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