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Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir: A Study in Light of Referential Theory
Abstract:

Lecturer Safaa Akram Hantoush Prof. Dr. Lama Faeq Jameel
Ministry of Education / Al-Rusafa Third Directorate
University of Baghdad / College of Arts

The referential theory which was explained by Ogden and
Richards is considered one of the most significant theories
in the area of lexical semantics especially in the domain of
dictionary building relying on the method of definitions. Its
guesses form the basis of one of the pillars of modern
lexicography: the systematization of the signifiers of
linguistic, and the signified referents to which they relate. It
goes without saying that the main role of any dictionary is
to control the correlation between a signifier and its
signified or, to put it differently, the correlation between a
signified and an entry. This control role is most clearly seen
in the work of the lexicographer in creating definitions that
are aimed at expressing meaning as concisely as possible.
The construction process can be made either on a bare
minimum where a new meaning is affixed to an old
meaning or can remain a more detailed position where the
lexical item is questioned about its component features, its
semantic implications or its patterns of usage, especially
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when the term is incredibly abstract or ambiguous. What is
important about referential theory is that it has helped to
change the traditional paradigm of a direct correspondence
between a word and an object to a more accurate,
scientifically rigorous vision of finding a distinction
between linguistic symbols, mental representations, and
external referents. Al-Muajam al-Kabir is also an example of
the recent dictionaries which were influenced by the
linguistic theory, and its editors purposely included a range
of theoretical knowledge, such as referential theory, in
order to provide a high quality and accuracy of the
lexicographical output.

Keywords:Al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir; Referential Theory; Theory of
Definition; Lexicography.
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