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Sciences

Abstract:

This study aims to examine non-predicative nominal
modifiers in legal texts from a structural and semantic
linguistic perspective, focusing on their syntactic structures
and semantic functions within the legal context. These
modifiers are linguistic elements that restrict meaning
without functioning as either a predicate or a subject. The
most prominent of these include the direct object,
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adverbial complements (such as adverbials of place and
time, objects of purpose, and absolute objects), adjectives,
spatial and temporal adverbials, and genitive constructions.
The study analyzes these modifiers as significant tools in
legal texts due to their role in restricting legal rulings or
clarifying the conditions of legal assumptions. They are
employed to specify the parties concerned by legal rulings
or to clarify their conditions and contexts, thereby
contributing to precise meaning and avoiding ambiguity or
vagueness.

These modifiers in legal texts are distributed between two
main functions:

.1Legal ruling: where modifiers are used to specify the
party to whom the ruling applies, as well as its manner,
time, and place.

2Legal assumption: where modifiers are used to
determine the conditions that must be fulfilled for the legal
assumption to be realized.

The study adopts an analytical approach based on samples
of legal texts, highlighting how the grammatical structure
of these modifiers contributes to achieving clarity and
precision, which are among the essential characteristics of
legal discourse.

Keywords: linguistic modifiers, legal texts, structure,
semantics
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