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(Abstract)
This study examines the contributions of Eastern Christians, particularly Nestorians and
Jacobites, to the transmission of Greek heritage into Arab-Islamic civilization during the
first century AH (7th—8th centuries CE), based on an analytical reading of key works by
British Orientalists (Hamilton Gibb, De Lacy O’Leary, Bernard Lewis, Montgomery Watt,
and others). It traces the impact of this transmission across philosophy, theology,
medicine, alchemy, astronomy, poetry, jurisprudence, and dialectical theology (kalam).
The research demonstrates how Umayyad tolerance, alongside the geographical and
intellectual proximity of Syriac Christians, positioned them as a cognitive bridge between
Hellenism and Arab culture. It concludes that translation from Syriac and Greek was not a
mere literal transfer but a process of interaction and re-production that helped shape
early Islamic thought—a fact acknowledged by British Orientalists, despite their
reservations about Arab primacy in innovation.
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