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Abstract

The Syriac text (the Peshitta) is a cornerstone in the study of the textual traditions
of the Hebrew Bible, also known as the Old Testament. The textual traditions
include: the Masoretic Text, the Greek text (the Septuagint), the Dead Sea Scrolls,
and other primary sources or ancient translations of the Bible. Therefore, the
Peshitta is considered an early witness to the development of the Hebrew
(Masoretic) text. However, it cannot be considered a direct translation of the
Hebrew text for several reasons, including the fact that the Syriac text shows
differences from the Hebrew text and also demonstrates its familiarity with other
textual traditions. This study focuses on an analytical comparison of the Syriac text
of the visions in the Book of Zechariah (chapters 1-6) with the Hebrew and Greek
texts. The study observes a marked variation in the Peshitta, ranging from stylistic
and linguistic differences to Syriac lexical variations in its treatment of the Hebrew
and Greek texts. The study reveals that the Syriac text was based on the Hebrew
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text, but was also partially influenced by the Greek Septuagint in specific verses.
However, it does not show complete dependence on either text. The Syriac version
may sometimes have been a combination of the Hebrew and Greek texts, or
perhaps there was a source for the Peshitta that we do not possess today. The
differences revealed by the Syriac text may stem from the difficulty in
understanding the Hebrew text or its ambiguity in some verses. Nevertheless,
these differences affect the overall meaning of the text. Therefore, the core of the
research lies in examining the Syriac lexical and linguistic vocabulary that does not
perfectly correspond to its Hebrew or Greek counterparts, highlighting the impact
of this on the general meaning of the visions in the Book of Zechariah.
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