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Abstract:

Cylinder seals are among the most prominent artistic evidence in
Mesopotamian civilization, as they depict scenes reflecting the religious,
political, and social dimensions of each era. Scenes of submission stand out
as an important theme reflecting the relationship between humanity and
supreme authority, whether represented by a deity or a king. These scenes
gain their significance from not only expressing an event but also revealing
intellectual implications and artistic qualities. Submission is linked to physical
action (standing and being present), while compliance is linked to behavioral
action (obedience and submission). This is reflected in tracing the
development of artistic style across eras, including the Akkadian and Old
Babylonian periods, in terms of the organization of elements, balance,
volumetric gradation, and the use of artistic poses that aim to highlight status
and function within the seal scene. The research presents an artistic
description and interpretation of the content of these seals and compares
them. The study is further supported by tables, images, tablets, and
drawings.
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