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Abstract

The Third Dynasty of Ur represents a crucial phase of the Late
Sumerian period in Mesopotamian history, marking the final stage of
Sumerian political dominance alongside a peak in administrative, economic,
and urban development. During the reigns of the dynasty’s first four kings,
the state achieved a high degree of centralization and economic
organization. Among these rulers, King Amar-Sin, the third king of the
dynasty, continued the administrative and economic policies established
under his predecessor Sulgi and played a significant role in maintaining and
expanding the prosperity of the Ur Il state

A key aspect of Amar-Sin’s reign was the execution of major
infrastructural projects, most notably the construction of a canal bearing his
name. This canal served as an essential component of the irrigation and
water-management system, ensuring the regulated flow of water to cities
located along the western branch of the Euphrates, including Bad-tibira,
Umma, and Ur. Beyond its agricultural function, the canal also facilitated
riverine transport and trade, providing a navigable route with associated
provisioning and resting stations.
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