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Abstract

This study aims to examine the significance and various functions of cedar
wood in ancient Mesopotamian civilisation through an analysis of cuneiform
texts, including administrative, economic, religious, and literary sources. The
research seeks to explore cedar as a rare economic resource and to highlight
its symbolic and ritual dimensions within Mesopotamian thought.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by collecting and
analysing cuneiform references to cedar across its various contexts,
supported by Arabic and foreign sources, as well as academic theses and
dissertations. The research is structured around three main axes: cedar as an
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economic resource in administrative texts, its role in religious and ritual
practices, and its symbolic representation in Mesopotamian literature,
particularly in the Epic of Gilgamesh.

The study concludes that cedar wood was not merely a construction material
but a strategic economic resource closely associated with long-distance
trade networks, especially with Lebanon. Furthermore, religious texts
demonstrate that cedar acquired a sacred character, as it was used in
incense, aromatic oils, and purification rituals, reflecting its importance in
religious practices.

In literary texts, cedar symbolises strength and immortality, particularly in
the depiction of the Cedar Forest in the Epic of Gilgamesh as a sacred, divine
space. This multiplicity of functions reveals the integrated nature of
Mesopotamian thought, which did not separate material and symbolic
meanings but combined them within a unified cosmological framework.
Accordingly, the study argues that examining cedar wood provides deeper
insight into the interrelationships among economy, religion, and symbolism
in ancient Mesopotamia and highlights the role of natural resources in
shaping its intellectual and cultural structure.
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Tablet V — Epic of Gilgamesh

“Forest of Cedar, dwelling of Humbaba”
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Tablet IV-V

“The great cedar trees tower to the heavens”
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