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Beginning with Vowels and Consonants in Grammar Lessons
A.L. Ihsan Dakhel Naeem
General Directorate of Education in Al-Qadisiyah Governorate
Abstract

The issue of beginning an utterance with a vowel or with a consonant lacking a
vowel (a silent consonant) has received considerable attention among phonetic
and linguistic studies. This issue has been challenged or reconsidered in modern
linguistic scholarship. Despite the existence of some opposing views, the
traditional opinion adopted by many leading early and later scholars has remained
deeply rooted in contemporary linguistic studies, continuing to find supporters
and followers in our time. A review of modern discussions on this issue reveals
that many contemporary scholars have followed their predecessors in maintaining
the prohibition of initiating speech with either a vowel or a consonant without a
vowel. Accordingly, this study seeks to clarify the perspectives surrounding these
two phonetic phenomena, assess the extent of disagreement among scholars, and
support the view established in traditional linguistic scholarship that such
initiation is impermissible in the Arabic language generally, and particularly in
Classical Arabic.

Keywords: vowel, silent consonant, word-initial position, easing, facilitation,
hamzat al-wasl (connecting hamza).
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