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Abstract:

The “poetics of contradiction” is one of the critical means that reveals the identity of the
literary text in order to understand the nature of the statement that the writer wants, and the
message that he likes to convey to the recipient. This means can be a testing tool for all
types of texts, including ancient Arabic poetic texts. We have chosen for our research the
Mu’allaga of the pre-Islamic poet Tarafa bin al-Abd as a distinctive poem that expresses the
poet’s philosophy in understanding existence. In this way, many of its verses deal with
many poetic techniques, including what we have described in our research (the poetics of
contradiction.(

We tried to approach this issue through a set of critical criteria through which the essence of
this issue can be revealed. It is an issue that combines aesthetic artistic technique and
expressive meaning through which the poet wants to express his own vision. There is a
close relationship between the aesthetic artistic aspect and the semiotic semantic aspect in
the poem, and perhaps the poetic mechanism of the opposite aims primarily to reveal it and
analyze its contents in order to reach the essence of its message and its poetic statement.

Since the poet’s philosophy is existential in nature, the “poetics of the opposite” is formed
in a deeper and higher way in this regard. Therefore, the mechanism for analyzing the
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verses of the Mu’allaga according to special critical foundations begins with the single
poetic word and its opposing connotations, and then the poetic sentence, reaching the
Mu’allaga poem in general, as a discourse that expresses the philosophy of poetry in
presenting its viewpoint on life, death, man, and the values, beliefs, visions, and ideas
surrounding it.
Keywords (poetic, Mu'allaga, Tarafa ibn al-Abd, antithetical poetry)
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