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in this title, which aims to understand
the approach Imam al-Askari (peace be
upon him) followed with his followers
and the methods he adopted in managing
the community of believers. He (peace be
upon him) employed various methods,
such as seclusion, correspondence, issuing
decrees, and the system of representatives.
This prompted the researcher to explain
the nature of these methods and their
practical impact on achieving the goal and
purpose of the appointment. Furthermore,
we can derive several lessons from
these methods that can serve as general
principles and different approaches to
communication between a leader and his
followers, especially in times of hardship
and confrontation that the leader may
face. On the other hand, these methods
can also be used to achieve the Imam’s
objectives during periods of hardship and
surveillance by rulers. His forefathers, the
Imams (peace be upon them), followed
this approach. This approach and method
were adopted as the foundation for the
work during the Occultation, so as not to
appear unfamiliar and thus pose serious
risks to the followers of Imam al-Askari,
nor provoke unfavorable reactions from
enemies who seize opportunities to attack
the concept of Imamate. Imam al-Askari,
peace be upon him, played a prominent
role in preparing the minds of his followers
to accept and understand this matter.

Later, Imam al-Mahdi followed the same
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Abstract:
Methods of communication between a
leader and his followers are essential for the
continuity of thought, movement, or group
in its performance, application, loyalty,
and the acquisition of its teachings. This

was the case with Imam al-Askari and his

followers, and the effects of this are evident
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approach with his ambassadors during
the Minor Occultation, ensuring that the
community would not be left without
guidance and a means of conveying the
rulings of Islamic law under difficult
circumstances. In conclusion, these
methods are practical approaches that
contribute to building a conscious base
capable of receiving guidance from him,
peace be upon him, as well as conveying
the rulings from the Imam (peace be upon
him) to his followers and loved ones amidst
the restrictive policies of the Abbasid
authority at that time.

Keywords:

Secrecy, correspondence,

signatures,  agents
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