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Summary:

This study reviews women's representations in ancient Iranian thought,
revealing a balance between theological sanctification and ritual restriction
in Avestan texts. Regarding female divinity, Goddess Anahita models cosmic
power and beauty, described as: "a wonderful girl, very strong, slender,
mantle tightened at her high waist, breasts prominent and beautiful".
Socially, women held legal rights ensuring financial independence and
ownership of marital gifts after divorce, unless misconduct was proven. The
Dinkard granted her scientific eligibility exceeding priests during religious
exercise. Biologically, Avestan thought saw fertility as a cosmic trust, likening
the unwed girl to: "arable land left fallow without tilling; thus the Earth
remains extremely sad". Conversely, Vendidad texts mandated strict ritual
isolation during menstruation and childbirth, protecting sacred fire and
water from ritual pollution. These representations reflect an existential
specificity where sanctity and purifying functions intersect to ensure lineage

purity.
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