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Abstract

The demographic variables of urban centers are shaped by two primary factors:
natural population growth—resulting from the difference between birth and death
rates—and internal migration. Both factors exert significant pressure on urban land
use, particularly residential sectors. The Wasit sub -district, specifically its
administrative center, has undergone substantial demographic shifts, notably from
2005 onwards. During this period, the city experienced significant expansion,
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particularly toward the north, accompanied by the emergence of new neighborhoods
and the expansion of existing ones This population surge was not solely due to the
growth of the indigenous population; it was also driven by rural-to-urban migration.
Furthermore, factors such as security and social cohesion served as significant pull
factors for residents from central and northern provinces, especially during the years
preceding 2014, marked by sectarian challenges in parts of Irag. Moreover, these
factors led to a sharp increase in population, reaching approximately 43,650
inhabitants in 2025, compared to 26,405 in 2005—a total increase of 17,245
individuals.

Due to this growth, the local government distributed residential land plots in various
directions, primarily to the north. However, the city struggled to accommodate the
influx, leading to the proliferation of informal settlements (slums) across most
residential areas. Some of these settlements emerged within the city’s master plan
(e.g., Al-Maliya neighborhood), while others were located outside the original plan and
later incorporated (e.g., the informal settlements of Al-Zahraa, Jassim, Al-Hakim, and
the Caravans neighborhood). Other areas, such as Al-Madkhal and Hassoun Shuheil,
are currently undergoing administrative procedures for inclusion in the master plan.
Consequently, the total area designated for residential use expanded from 811 dunams
in 2005 to 1,477 dunams in 2025.

Keywords: Wasit District, Demographic Variables, Slums.
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