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Rulings on switching from one school of thought to another in financial
matters: Examples from Zakat, Waqf, and Wills
Dr. Taha Ahmed Dawood Obaid
Samarra University
Abstract

Legal Schools in Financial Worships: Case Studies of Zakat, Waqf, and Wills This
study provides a comparative jurisprudential analysis of the phenomenon of
"Madhab transition" (Intiqal al-Madhab) within the realm of financial worships
(Al-Ibadat Al-Maliyyah), focusing on Zakat, Waqf (endowments), and Wills
(Wasiyyah). The central research problem examines the legitimacy of a legally
accountable individual (whether an individual, a trustee, or a testator) shifting from
their original Islamic school of thought to another. This inquiry explores whether
such transitions are permissible for seeking ease, achieving higher Shariah
objectives (Magqasid), or mitigating hardships in hybrid financial-devotional
transactions. Utilizing a comparative analytical methodology, this research
deconstructs the arguments of the four major Sunni schools, scrutinizing the
operational conditions and boundaries established in classical Islamic
jurisprudence. The findings indicate that transitioning between schools in financial
worships is not an absolute license; rather, it is strictly governed by systemic
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criteria designed to prevent the arbitrary tracking of dispensations (Tatabbu' al-
Rukhas), which could lead to invalid synthesis (Talfiq) and undermine Shariah
goals. In the context of Zakat, transitions frequently aim to achieve greater
flexibility in distribution channels or validate monetary value payments for the
poor's optimum benefit. Regarding Waqf, the study demonstrates that altering a
founder’s stipulations based on an alternative school is permissible if it guarantees
the sustainability and growth of the endowment assets. In wills, cross-school
transitions help resolve complex modern dilemmas surrounding bequests to heirs
and mandatory wills. The study recommends constructing contemporary
institutional fatwa frameworks to standardize modern cross-school jurisprudential
transitions.

Keywords: Madhab Transition, Financial Worships, Jurisprudential Dispensations,
Shariah Objectives, Comparative Jurisprudence.
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