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Abstract

This study aims to examine the relationship between Seljuk ministers, the Seljuk sultans,
and the Abbasid Caliphate by highlighting the role played by the minister in the
administrative and political structure of the Seljuk state, as one of the most significant
elements of authority during that period. The study demonstrates that the relationship
between the Seljuk minister and the sultan was characterized by close cooperation in
managing state affairs, as the minister constituted a fundamental link in administering the
governmental apparatus and organizing state functions, despite occasional political rivalry
associated with the expansion of influence exercised by certain ministers. The study further
reveals that the relationship between Seljuk ministers and the Abbasid Caliphate was based
on a principle of balance between the Seljuks’ effective political authority and the religious
legitimacy represented by the Caliphate, thereby contributing to the continuation of political
stability during that era. Regarding the relationship with the Abbasid vizier, it was
characterized by communication and administrative as well as political coordination within
the framework of the interaction between the authorities of Baghdad and the Seljuks, while
at times witnessing competition over status and influence due to the overlap of
responsibilities and powers. The study concludes that Seljuk ministers played a pivotal role
in governing the state and maintaining equilibrium between the Seljuk sultan and the
Abbasid Caliphate, making them an essential element in the stability of the Seljuk political
system.
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