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Research Summary
Praise be to God, Lord of the Worlds, and may God’s blessings and peace be upon our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.
Surah Al-A'raf is one of the Meccan surahs that is distinguished by its focus on doctrinal
and educational guidance. It includes a set of divine commands that form an integrated
approach for the Muslim in his behavior, worship, and relationships with society. These
commands vary between devotional commands that connect the servant to his Lord and his
connection with his Creator, and behavioral and social commands that guide man to
balanced life behaviors that take into account the spiritual and physical aspects alike.
Among the commands of worship is the command to follow the two revelations, the Book
and the Sunnah, and to remember God Almighty with fear, hope, and supplication, with
sincerity of intention for God Almighty, and to be present in heart during worship, and to
listen to the Holy Quran with contemplation and humility. The surah also includes the
command to adorn oneself at every mosque, so it calls on a person to take care of his
appearance and refine himself when performing his worship in mosques. Likewise, it
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includes the command to seek refuge in God from Satan and his whispers, temptations, and
instigations, for God alone is the One who can ward him off from man.
As for the behavioral and social commands, they are embodied in the command to be just
and equitable in dealings between people in word, deed, judgment, and testimony. They
also include the command to be moderate and balanced in consumption and spending, by
instructing people to eat and drink without extravagance or waste. Furthermore, the surah
clarifies the method of dealing with the ignorant, which is to adopt the best of manners,
enjoin what is right, and turn away from the ignorant. May God bless our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and his companions, and grant them peace.
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