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Abstract:

Theft is a complex and multidimensional social phenomenon. In this paper,
we have sought to identify the principal reflections of theft and thieves in the
literature of Mesopotamia, through a careful examination of published
cuneiform texts for all references and indications related to theft within the
civilization of ancient Mesopotamia. This study addresses, in separate
sections, the representation of theft and banditry in literary sources. The
thief is portrayed as a violator of the divine covenant and a disruptor of the
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established moral and cosmic order. The research examines the image of the
thief in wisdom literature and other literary compositions, references to
theft in omen texts, and the presence of the thief and the act of theft in
disputation texts. Furthermore, both the thief and theft appear in similes,
proverbs, wisdom literature, reflective texts, as well as in compositions
expressing complaint, resentment, and lamentation. Finally, the study
highlights instances in which the provision of security and the suppression of
theft are invoked as themes of pride and royal self-representation.

Mesopotamian literature addressed a wide range of themes, including life
and death, the creation of the universe and humankind, the duality of good
and evil, and the concept of punishment—an indication of the depth of
thought and the richness of its intellectual production. Many writers in
regions neighboring Mesopotamia drew their literary themes from its
corpus, translating them into their own languages, which contributed to the
wide dissemination of Mesopotamian literature among the literatures of the
ancient world. Mesopotamian literature constitutes a faithful mirror
reflecting various aspects of people’s lives at that time, particularly in their
religious and social dimensions, as well as its close connection to its
geographical environment. Despite the predominantly mythological
character of its texts, this literature preserved a considerable degree of
realism in its depiction of daily life and prevailing beliefs. Among its most
prominent features was the frequent copying of well-known literary texts
and their broad circulation both within Mesopotamia and beyond its
borders.
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