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Abstract:

The Arabic translations of the New Testament -which are
many- vary in their accuracy and linguistic correctness, according to
the competence of their translators and their mastery of the Arabic
language on the one hand and the Syriac language on the other hand;
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therefore, it is difficult to translate the Syriac religious text into
Arabic or other languages with the same accuracy as it came in the
original text; This is because its words carry linguistic and rhetorical
characteristics, connotations and meanings that express the beliefs,
worship, morals and values contained in the Christian religion. In
addition, this difficulty lies in the fact that this religious text relates
to human awareness, daily practices and beliefs that are difficult to
transfer to another language.

Due to the large number of Arabic translations of the New
Testament texts, and the differences between them in style and
formulation, we chose the translation of (Smith & Van Dyke), which
is one of the famous Arabic translations that is relied upon in most
scientific studies.

Our study was based on two methods:

First: Analysis, through studying the style of (Smith and Van
Dyke) Arabic translation of the Syriac text of the Gospel of
Matthew, and reviewing their translation's dealing with this text, and
how it was translated.

Second: Statistics, through counting the most important
linguistic notes that the Arabic translation (Smith and Van Dyke)
made when translating the Syriac text of the Gospel of Matthew, and
trying to correct them by referring to the original Syriac text.
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