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Abstract

This research examines smart cities and how Basra can transform into a "smart city" amidst
rapid urbanization. This transformation is not merely a technological choice, but an
inevitable path to ensure the continuation of a dignified urban life in the face of accelerated
urbanization and harsh environmental and climatic challenges. Basra possesses the material
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and human resources for advancement, but the gap lies in the traditional management style,
which no longer keeps pace with the rapid population growth. Integrating technology into
urban planning will enable Basra to reclaim its historical role as the "Venice of the East,"
but in a sustainable, digital form, where water, electricity, and traffic are managed
intelligently, saving time and money and protecting citizens' health.

The greatest obstacle facing Basra is not technological, but rather organizational.
Transforming Basra into a smart city requires an administrative revolution that precedes the
technological revolution, through updating laws, training local personnel, and creating an
attractive environment for technological investment.
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