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Abstract:
Irag emerged during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries as a
pivotal strategic hub within British geopolitical and economic calculations.
Its geographical position, linking the Persian Gulf with Anatolia, Iran, and
the broader trade routes to India, rendered it an arena of vital significance.
Irag represented a crossroads where Britain’s economic interests—
particularly the overland and river routes to India—intersected with its
geopolitical concerns in countering Ottoman, Russian, and German
influence. This study examines the period from \A..to V41 ¢, highlighting
the economic motives and strategic imperatives that shaped Britain’s
growing commercial, diplomatic, and intelligence presence in lIraq.
Ultimately, the research seeks to provide a critical analysis of Iraq’s role
as a strategic cornerstone in British policy on the eve of World War I.
Keywords: Iraq; Britain; Economic Interests; Geopolitical Interests;
Nineteenth Century; Arabian Gulf.
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