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Summary

This paper deals with the development of the relations between the United
States and Tripoli Province in the West, starting from the declaration of the United
States' Independence on July 4th, 1776 till the resolution of war against Tripoli Province
which was approved by President Jefferson on February 6th, 1802.The early Period
of these relations had witnessed an obvious deterioration, especially after Britain's
decision to remove its protection for the American commercial ships in the
Mediterranean after 1776. These American Ships had been repeatedly attacked by their
Northern African counterparts. As a result for these attacks, the losses of the United States
were expensive, either in men, or in equipments. Accordingly, the Americans were
compelled to pay heavy ransoms to release their captives. However, these conditions
represented the most important obstacles which had encountered the American trade that
was growing steadily in the Mediterranean.In light of that, the United States adopted a
common diplomatic tradition had been followed by most of the European Countries. This
tradition was based on signing treaties with North Africa's states. The war option against
Tripoli, which had been adopted by few American Politicians, was unpractical, because
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the United States had recently gotten its independence, did not have a strong fleet then,
and it was engaged in arranging the interior conditions. In accordance with the above-
mentioned vision, the Americans signed treaties with Morocco, Algeria, Tripoli, and
Tunisia . These treaties had contributed to the achievement of a peaceful atmosphere
between the United States and North Africa's states. Anyhow, this situation did not
last for a long time and the treaty which was signed with Tripoli was only temporary

one,and the war between the two countries was resumed later
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