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Abstract

This study examines the religious and cultural impact of the Crusades through the
perspectives of Dr. al-Sayyid al-Baz al-‘Arin and Dr. ‘Abd al-Fattah Sa‘id ‘Ashir,
highlighting points of agreement and divergence between them. Both historians agree
on the centrality of the religious dimension as a fundamental factor in the Crusades.
However, al-*Arini focuses on their impact on the Islamic world, such as the recovery
of Jerusalem and the flourishing of Sufism, whereas ‘Ashiir emphasizes their effects on
the Western Church, particularly the role of the papacy and its transition from military
engagement to missionary activity. Both scholars also address the religious dynamics
and transformations that followed the Crusades, including relations among Christian
sects, alliances between Muslims and Orthodox Christians, as well as internal
developments within the Western Church and the conflict between the papacy and the
empire. They demonstrate that these wars were not merely a simple religious conflict,
but rather a complex interaction among multiple religions and sects. On the cultural
level, al-‘ArinT argues that the Crusades contributed to the emergence of a new
European culture and the flourishing of historical writing. In contrast, ‘Ashiir asserts
that the most significant cultural impact was the transmission of Arab sciences and
knowledge to Europe through al-Andalus and Sicily. The study concludes that the
differences between the two perspectives do not represent contradiction, but rather
reflect a form of intellectual complementarity, as each provides an analytical angle that
contributes to a deeper understanding of the religious and cultural impact of the
Crusades.
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