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urban growth and the physical expansion of
the city into unsustainable urban patterns
alongside population increase driven by
rising urbanization rates natural population
growth and rural to urban migration as
well as the diversification and quantitative
expansion of economic activities that
prioritize land value as a dominant factor
in spatial allocation despite the presence of
planning regulations intended to prevent
encroachment on agricultural lands which
remain institutionally weak and weakly
enforced and in this context the city of
Kufa is not isolated from other cities
since it also suffers from increasing urban
expansion whether organized or informal
accompanied by growing demand for
land and the contraction of agricultural
areas which in turn has generated multiple
challenges represented by the removal of
fertile soils the expansion of desertified
areas the disturbance of environmental
balance and the intensification of pollution
in addition to the widening of urban heat
islands that contribute to the aggravation
of global warming therefore the study aims
to highlight the impact of urban sprawl on
agricultural lands green areas and orchards
in the city of Kufa across two temporal
stages through the discussion of two main
axes namely population growth and the
weakness of state policies and regulatory
frameworks  together  with  limited
compliance with master plans while also
proposing a planning strategy that seeks

to improve and advance the conditions
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Summary
Most Iraqi cities including the city of Kufa
experience an escalating problem of urban
sprawl that has expanded progressively
toward surrounding agricultural lands and
has reduced them day after day as a result of
several interacting variables linked through

reciprocal relations of influence including
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of the study area by establishing future

orientations that support agricultural

development and on this basis the research
draws the attention of decision makers and
planners to the risks of urban expansion at
the expense of the agricultural hinterland
due to the planning problems it produces
which ultimately undermine the ecological
lung and breathing space of the city

Keywords :Geographic analysis, urban

sprawl, agricultural lands, Kufa city
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