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Abstract
Art represents one of the most prominent means of human
expression, possessing the unique ability to convey emotions and
ideas in ways that transcend verbal communication, profoundly
influencing aesthetic taste and sensibilities within society. The
impact of an artwork intensifies as it approaches a realistic
representation of feelings and events. Within this context, the
performing arts stand out as among the most influential forms of
artistic expression, including enactments and allegories related to
Husayni rituals, which constitute a form of tragic expression
designed to evoke emotional responses and engage the participants’
and observers’ sensibilities through artistic direction and theatrical
staging that reflect the associated events and emotions.
Art plays a fundamental role in refining aesthetic appreciation and
fostering creativity and innovation, serving as a channel of
communication between the artist as the sender and the audience as

the receiver of the message. In the context of children, drawings
produced independently by the child reflect their emotions,
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sensations, and level of engagement with their surrounding
environment, while also contributing to the development of their
psychological, cognitive, motor, and creative abilities. Drawing
functions as a visual language that allows children to express their
imagination, ideas, and feelings, representing a cognitive activity
that enhances critical thinking and creative visualization.

Based on this premise, the current study aimed to examine the
relationship between elementary school students’ drawings and
variables such as gender, as well as observable changes in their
drawings, including color selection, use of perspective, distribution
of elements within the composition, and line coordination, in light of
their observation of Husayni allegories related to the tragedy of
Karbala and the martyrdom of Imam Husayn during the month of
Muharram. The study also investigated how these observations
influence children’s capacity for artistic expression, especially
considering the increased opportunity for children to witness and
participate in these rituals following the political changes in the
country.

The objectives of the study were:

1. To identify the impact of Husayni allegories on the drawings
of elementary school students.

2. To determine whether the impact of these allegories differs
according to gender (male and female students).

Accordingly, the researcher formulated two null hypotheses:

o The first null hypothesis: There is no statistically significant
difference in the mean scores of the two groups.

« The second null hypothesis: There is no statistically significant
difference between the drawings of male and female students
in the experimental group.

Based on the anticipated findings, the researcher recommends:

1. Encouraging teachers to integrate similar topics into art
activities, despite their specificity, to enhance students’
drawing and planning skills.

2. Urging the Ministry of Education to incorporate these topics
into the elementary school art curriculum, particularly during
the month of Muharram, to deepen religious awareness, instill
values of sacrifice and devotion, and reduce sectarian divisions
that have recently emerged in the society.
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