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This chapter outlines the research problem,
questions, objectives, significance, and its
temporal and spatial boundaries. It also
presents the adopted methodology and
provides operational definitions of key
concepts such as: authority, narration,
discourse, dramatic discourse, and theatre.
Chapter Two: Theoretical Framework.

This chapter comprises three main sections:
® Section One: Discusses the concept of
narration and its historical development
from classical to postmodern narration,
and its employment in theatrical texts.
®  Section Two: Addresses dramatic
discourse as an integrated unit comprising
text, direction, performance, and technical
elements, highlighting the interplay between
narration and theatrical components.

® Section Three: Examines the intellectual
references that underpin Al-Zaidi’s narrative
discourse, such as existentialism, Marxism,

deconstruction, and psychoanalysis.

Chapter Three: Methodological Procedures
This chapter presents the descriptive-
analytical method adopted in the research,
clarifies the tools of analysis, the sample
of selected plays by Al-Zaidi, the reasons
behind their selection, and the mechanisms
of classification and analysis.

Chapter Four: Analysis and Application,
This chapter provides practical analysis of
selected plays by Ali Abdulnabi Al-Zaidi,
including: The Body Trap, The Sumerian
Nights, and False Paradise. The analysis is

divided into three sections:
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Abstract

Narration is considered one of the most
prominent tools for meaning production
It has

surpassed its traditional function as a

in modern dramatic discourse.

means of conveying events to become a
cognitive structure that exercises authority
within the text—guiding the recipient,
controlling time, and shaping perspective.
From this standpoint, the present study,
titled “The Authority of Narration in the
Abdulnabi

Al-Zaidi”, aims to uncover the narrative

Dramatic Discourse of Ali

mechanisms employed by Al-Zaidi in
constructing his theatrical texts and to
analyze their authority within dramatic
discourse.

Chapter One: Methodological Framework,
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Key Findings:

1. Narration in Al-Zaidi’s texts exercises
real authority—it is not merely a narrative
tool but a mechanism of deconstruction
and cognitive construction.

2. Techniques such as temporal
fragmentation, internal monologue, and
parallelism grant narration the power to
break

3. The narrative structure overlaps with

classical dramatic structures.
theatrical performance to produce a
multi-layered discourse (textual-visual-
intellectual).

4. The narrator in Al-Zaidi’s works plays an
active role and is often rebellious against
the status quo or resentful of authority.

5. The authority of narration is grounded
in deep intellectual references that reflect
the modern human’s crisis with oppression,
authority, fate, and identity.

Keywords: Power/Narrative/Discourse/

Dramatic/The Power of Narrative
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