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The Situation of the Twelver Imamis During the Late Ilkhanid Rule:
The Reign of Abu Sa’id Bahadur (716 - 736 AH / 1316 - 1335 AD)
as a Case Study
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Abstract

This research examines the situation of
the Imami Shi'a during the late Ilkhanid
period, focusing on the reign of Sultan Abu
Sa'id Bahadur Khan (716-736 AH / 1316~
1335 CE) as a case study. It highlights the
religious policies adopted by the Ilkhanid
state during this phase and their impact on
the political, social, and religious status of
the Imami Shi ‘a, particularly in light of the
religious and ideological transformations
that followed the Islamization of some
Ilkhanid rulers.

The study also explores aspects of religious
coexistence, the limits of tolerance, and the
forms of discrimination or restriction faced
by the Imami Shi a amid sectarian tensions
and political rivalries within the Ilkhanid
state. Adopting a historical-analytical
approach and relying on contemporary
historical sources, the research aims to
provide a balanced academic reading of the
Shi‘i experience during this period and its
influence on their intellectual and social
development.
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