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rather than humiliation.” Dying rather

than being humiliated by one's enemy is
considered a heroic act, according to the
Israeli popular mentality.
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"The poet Yitzhak Lamdan possesses an
extraordinary and unique literary talent
because he did not limit himself to
Hebrew but also spoke Ukrainian. Born in
Ukraine, he was deeply influenced by its
natural beauty and culture. The
circumstances and calamities that befell
his generation led him to sympathize with
communist ideas, but he soon discovered
the impossibility of reconciling his
religious affiliation with belonging to a
revolutionary socialist movement. This is
one of the reasons he uses myth in his
poetry, as if trying to escape the
deteriorating reality he experiences.

Yitzhak Lamdan employs myth from a
religious perspective, as religious myth
has a psychological function in
influencing the audience. Lamdan uses
the mythical text symbolically to establish
the  understanding that  Masada
symbolizes Palestine, the last stronghold
and refuge for the Jews, and that the
immigrants in the Diaspora must return to
the embrace of the motherland

Jewish society needs heroism, even if it
comes through mass suicide. This is
equivalent to the popular saying: "Death

k.. ,'1' .':‘_-
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