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his commander, Ugba ibn Nafi, to the lands
of Nubia. Although that initial campaign
did not succeed, another was launched
during the governorship of Abdullah ibn
Abi Sarh, which culminated in a peace
treaty (Baqt) in 31 AH during the caliphate
of Uthman ibn Affan. Attempts continued
through the Abbasid era until the Mamluk
period, which is considered the era of the
true conquest of Nubia. During this time,
Makuria became part of the Mamluk
Sultanate, and the Mamluk Sultan gained
the authority to appoint and depose
Nubian kings.

« Central Sudan: The campaign of Ugba ibn
Nafi (46 AH) is regarded as the first Jihad
mission leading to the spread of Islam in
Central Sudan. After conquering the city
of Fezzan, he reached Kawar, a region
that possessed significant power in early
eras, allowing it to subjugate the Kingdom
of Zaghawa. Many researchers consider
this the starting point of Islamic military
operations in Central Sudan.

o Western Sudan: The Almoravid conquest
of the city of Awdaghost in 446 AH
marks the beginning of organized Islamic
Jihad campaigns in Western Sudan. This
movement broke the “pagan barrier;
allowing Islam to flow more freely. After
Abu Bakr ibn Umar seized the Kingdom of
Ghana in 469 AH and captured its capital,
Kumbi Saleh, its power as a pagan kingdom
collapsed. Consequently, Ghana entered its
Islamic historical phase until its eventual

decline in the 7th century AH.
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Abstract:

Islam spread across Sub-Saharan Africa—
encompassing the eastern, central, and
western regions—through various means.
Islamic conquests (Al-Futuhat) played a
distinct role in this expansion, despite the
varying degrees of impact from one region
to another.
o Eastern Sudan: Islamic conquest
operations began following the Muslim

arrival in Egypt. Amr ibn al-Aas dispatched
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