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Abstract

This study highlights one of the most significant aspects of the
civilization of the Hamdanid dynasty by examining the political and
intellectual patronage that fostered the flourishing of scholarly and
cultural life in the city of Aleppo during the fourth century AH/tenth
century CE. Owing to its strategic location and political prominence,
Aleppo emerged as a leading center of learning and culture, attracting
distinguished scholars, jurists, litterateurs, poets, and philosophers from
various regions of the Islamic world. This vibrant intellectual
environment played a crucial role in strengthening the city's position as
one of the foremost centers of scholarship in Bilad al-Sham and
contributed significantly to the advancement of Islamic learning, literary
production, and intellectual exchange.

The study aims to examine the role of the Hamdanid rulers in
promoting scientific and cultural activities by providing sustained
patronage to scholars and men of letters. It also explores the impact of
this patronage on the growth of authorship, the dissemination of
knowledge, and the enrichment of intellectual life in Aleppo. To achieve
these objectives, the study adopts the historical-analytical approach,
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drawing upon historical and literary sources to analyze the relationship
between political authority and the scholarly elite and to assess its
influence on the development of scientific and cultural activities.
Furthermore, the study investigates the contributions of the leading
scholars and literary figures who flourished under Hamdanid patronage
and evaluates their lasting influence on Islamic intellectual history.

The findings demonstrate that the Hamdanid rulers, particularly Sayf al-
Dawla al-Hamdani, pursued a deliberate policy of encouraging
scholarship and literary creativity by establishing a stable and stimulating
intellectual environment. His court became one of the most celebrated
literary and scholarly assemblies of the medieval Islamic world, attracting
eminent figures, most notably the renowned poet al-Mutanabbi, together
with  numerous scholars and intellectuals. Consequently, Aleppo
developed into a major destination for scholars and a distinguished center
of learning, consolidating its status as one of the most influential
scientific and cultural capitals of the medieval Islamic world during the
Hamdanid period.
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.1Zubdat al-Halab fi Tarikh Halab (The Essence of Aleppo in the History of Aleppo)
(Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyyah, 1996.(

«Ibn al-Nadim, Abu al-Faraj Muhammad ibn Ishaq (d. 380 AH.(

.YAlI-Fihrist (The Index), prepared for publication by Ayman Fu'ad Sayyid (2nd ed.,
London, England: Al-Furgan Islamic Heritage Foundation - Center for Islamic
Manuscript Studies, 2014). « Ibn al-Wardi, Zayn al-Din Umar ibn Muzaffar ibn Umar
ibn Muhammad ibn Abi al-Fawaris, Abu Hafs al-Ma'arri al-Kindi (d. 749 AH.(
ATarikh Ibn al-Wardi (Lebanon - Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-"limiyya.(

+lbn Bassam al-Shantarini, Abu al-Hasan Ali (d. 542 AH.(

.4Al-Dhakhira fi Mahasin Ahl al-Jazira (The Treasury of the Virtues of the People of
the Peninsula), ed. Ihsan Abbas (Libya: Al-Dar al-'Arabiyya lil-Kitab, 1979 CE.(

«lbn Taghri Bardi, Abu al-Mahasin Jamal al-Din Yusuf ibn Taghri Bardi ibn
Abdullah al-Zahiri al-Hanafi (d. 874 AH.(

.Y+ Al-Nujum al-Zahira fi Muluk Misr wa al-Qahira (Egypt: Ministry of Culture and
National Guidance, Dar al-Kutub.(

elbn Jami' al-Saydawi, Abu al-Husayn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abd al-Rahman
ibn Yahya ibn Jami' al-Ghassani al-Saydawi (d. 402 AH). 11. Mu'jam al-Shuyukh
(Dictionary of Scholars), ed. Omar Abdul Salam Tadmuri (1st ed., Beirut: Mu'assasat
al-Risalah, 1405 AH.(

«|bn Hibban, Abu Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban ibn Ahmad ibn Hibban ibn Mu'adh
ibn Ma'bad, al-Tamimi al-Darimi al-Busti (d. 354 AH.(

.YYMashahir Ulama' al-Amsar wa A'lam Fugaha' al-Aqgtar (Famous Scholars of the
Cities and Notable Jurists of the Regions), ed. Marzuqg Ali Ibrahim (Mansoura: Dar al-
Wafa' for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 1991 CE.(

«lbn Khallikan, Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn
Abi Bakr al-Barmaki al-Irbili (d. 681 AH.(

) YWafayat al-A'yan wa Anba' Abna' al-Zaman (Obituaries of Notable Figures and
News of the Sons of the Age), ed. Ihsan Abbas (Beirut: Dar Sader, 1900 CE.(

lbn Abd al-Barr, Abu Umar Yusuf ibn Abd Allah ibn Abd al-Barr al-Numari al-
Qurtubi (d. 463 AH). 14. Al-Istighna’ fi Ma'rifat al-Mashhurin min Hamlat al-'llm bi
al-Kuna (The Dispensation for Knowing the Famous Scholars by Their Nicknames),
ed. Abdullah Marhul al-Sawalamah (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia: Dar lbn Taymiyyah for
Publishing, Distribution, and Media, 1985.(
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«lbn Abd al-Hadi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abd al-Hadi al-
Dimashqi al-Salihi (d. 744 AH.(

* YeTabagat Ulama al-Hadith* (Biographical Dictionary of Hadith Scholars), ed.
Akram al-Boushi and Ibrahim al-Zaybag (2nd ed., Beirut, Lebanon: Al-Risalah
Foundation, 1996.(

lbn Asakir, Abu al-Qasim Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah ibn Abdullah al-Shafi'i
(d. 571AH.(

* V1Tarikh Madinat Dimashg* (History of Damascus), mentioning its virtues and
naming those who settled there from among the virtuous or passed through its
environs from among its visitors and inhabitants (Lebanon: Dar al-Fikr for Printing,
Publishing and Distribution, 1995.(

«lbn Fadl Allah al-Umari, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Fadl Allah al-Qurashi
al-Adawi (d. 749 AH.(

* YYMasalik al-Absar fi Mamalik al-Amsar* (Abu Dhabi: Cultural Foundation, 1423
AH.(

«lbn Kathir, Ismail ibn Umar ibn Kathir ibn Daw ibn Dar' al-Qurashi al-Basrawi, then
al-Dimashqi (d. 774 AH). 18. Al-Bidaya wa'l-Nihaya (The Beginning and the End),
ed. Abd al-Qadir al-Arna'ut et al. (3rd ed., Damascus: Dar Ibn Kathir, 2013.(

+lbn Miskawayh, Abu Ali al-Razi (d. 421 AH.(

N A4Tajarib al-Umam wa Ta'agib al-Himam (The Experiences of Nations and the
Succession of Aspirations), ed. Dr. Abu al-Qasim Imami (2nd ed., Tehran: Dar
Soroush for Printing and Publishing, 2002.(

*Abu Ishaq al-Husri, Ibrahim ibn Ali ibn Tamim al-Ansari (d. 453 AH.(

.Y+Nur al-Taraf wa Nur al-Zarf (The Light of the Eye and the Light of Elegance),
(Beirut, Lebanon: Al-Risalah Publishers, 1996.(

*Abu al-Barakat al-Anbari, Kamal al-Din Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Ubayd
Allah al-Ansari (d. 577 AH.(

.YYNuzhat al-Alba' fi Tabagat al-Udaba' (The Delight of the Intelligent in the Classes
of Writers), ed. Ibrahim al-Samarrai (3rd ed., Zarga, Jordan: Maktabat al-Manar,
1985). « Abu al-Tayyib al-Mansuri, Nayef bin Salah bin Ali.

.YYAI-Dalil al-Mughni li-Shuyukh al-Imam Abi al-Hasan al-Daraqutni, ed. Saad bin
Abdullah al-Hamid and Hassan Magbuli al-Ahdal, (Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Dar al-
Kayan for Printing, Publishing and Distribution, 2007.(

*Abu al-Fida, Imad al-Din Ismail bin Ali bin Mahmud bin Muhammad bin Omar bin
Shahanshah bin Ayyub (d. 732 AH.(

.YYAI-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, (Cairo, Al-Husayniyya al-Misriyya Press.(

*Abu al-Mahasin al-Tanukhi, al-Mufaddal bin Muhammad bin Mus'ar al-Ma‘arri (d.
442 AH.(

.Y €Tarikh al-'Ulama’ al-Nahwiyyin min al-Basriyyin wa al-Kufiyyin wa Ghayrihi, ed.
Dr. Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Hilu, (2nd ed., Cairo, Hajar for Printing, Publishing,
Distribution and Advertising, 1992). + Abu Abd al-Rahman al-Sulami, Muhammad
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ibn al-Husayn ibn Muhammad ibn Musa ibn Khalid ibn Salim al-Naysaburi (d. 412
AH.(

.YeTabagat al-Sufiyya, ed. Mustafa Abd al-Qadir Atta (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-
IImiyya, 1998.(

*Al-Amasi, Muhammad ibn Qasim ibn Yaqub al-Hanafi, Muhyi al-Din, Ibn al-Khatib
Qasim (d. 940 AH.(

.Y7Rawd al-Akhyar al-Muntakhab min Rabi' al-Abrar (Aleppo: Dar al-Qalam al-
Arabi, 1423 AH.(

*Al-Antaki, Yahya ibn Sa'id ibn Yahya (d. 458 AH.(

.YYTarikh al-Antaki, known as Silat Tarikh Utikha, ed. Umar Abd al-Salam Tadmur
(Tripoli, Lebanon: Jarous Press, 1990.(

*Al-Bayruti, Abu Mu'awiya Mazin ibn Abd al-Rahman al-Bahsali. 28. Tarikh
Nishapur (Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Bashair al-Islamiyya, 1427 AH.(

*Al-Tha'alibi, Abd al-Malik ibn Muhammad ibn Isma'il Abu Mansur (d. 429 AH.(
.YdYatimat al-Dahr fi Mahasin Ahl al-'Asr (The Unique Pearl of the Age in the
Virtues of the People of the Time), ed. Mufid Muhammad Qumayha (Beirut,
Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyya, 1983 CE.(

«Jamal al-Din al-Qifti, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Yusuf ibn Ibrahim al-Shaybani (d. 646
AH.(

.Y+ lkhbar al-'Ulama’ bi-Akhbar al-Hukama' (Informing the Scholars of the Stories of
the Wise), ed. Ibrahim Shams al-Din (Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyya,
2005 CE.(

*Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Thabit (d. 463 AH.(

.¥YTarikh Baghdad (History of Baghdad), ed. Bashar Awad Ma'ruf (Beirut: Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, 2002 CE). « Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman ibn Qaymaz (d. 748 AH.(

.YYAl-lbar fi Khabar man Ghabar, ed. Abu Hajar Muhammad al-Sa'id ibn Basyuni
Zaghlul (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiyya.(

.YYTadhkirat al-Huffaz (Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-l1Iimiyya, 1998.(

.Y<Siyar A'lam al-Nubala', ed. Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut (3rd ed., Lebanon: Mu'assasat al-
Risalah, 1985.(

.YeTarikh al-Islam wa Wafayat al-Mashahir wa al-A'lam, ed. Sa'd Yusuf Mahmud
Abu Aziz et al. (Cairo: al-Maktabah al-Tawfigiyya, 2006.(

*Al-Zubaydi, Abu Bakr Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ubayd Allah ibn Madhhij al-
Andalusi al-Ishbili (d. 379 AH.(

.Y Tabagat al-Nahwiyyin wa al-Lughawiyyin, ed. Muhammad Abu al-Fadl Ibrahim
(2nd ed., Cairo: Dar al-Ma'arif). » Al-Safadi, Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak ibn
Abdullah (d. 764 AH.(

.YYAI-Wafi bi'l-Wafayat, ed. Ahmad al-Arna'ut and Turki Mustafa (Beirut: Dar lhya'
al-Turath, 2000 CE.(

«Salah al-Din, Muhammad ibn Shakir ibn Ahmad ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Shakir ibn
Harun ibn Shakir (d. 764 AH.(

.YAFawwat al-Wafayat, ed. Ihsan Abbas (Beirut: Dar Sader, 1973 CE.(

*Abd al-Aziz al-Kattani, Ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Ali al-Tamimi Abu
Muhammad al-Dimashqi (d. 466 AH.(
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.Y4Dhayl Tarikh Mawlid al-Ulama' wa Wafayatihim, ed. Abdullah Ahmad Sulaiman
al-Hamad (Riyadh: Dar al-Asimah, 1409 AH.(

*Al-Imad al-Isfahani, Imad al-Din Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad (d. 597
AH). 40. Al-Bustan al-Jami' li-Jami' Tawarikh Ahl al-Zaman, ed. Omar Abdul Salam
Tadmuri (Beirut, Lebanon: Al-Maktabah al-'Asriyyah li-I-Tiba'ah wa-I-Nashr, 2002.(
*Al-Mazandarani, Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Shahrashub al-Sarawi (d. 588 AH.(

.£YManagib Aal Abi Talib, ed. Yusuf al-Biga'i (2nd ed., Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-
Adwa’, 1991 .(

*Anonymous (died after 372 AH.(

.£YHudud al-'Alam min al-Mashriq ila al-Maghrib, ed. Sayyid Yusuf al-Hadi (Cairo:
Al-Dar al-Thagafiyyah lil-Nashr, 1423 AH.(

*Al-Magrizi, Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn Ali ibn Abdul Qadir, Abu al-Abbas al-Husayni
al-'Ubaydi (d. 845 AH.(

.£YAl-Mugaffa al-Kabir, ed. Muhammad al-Ya'lawi (Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Gharb
al-Islami, 2006). *Al-Yafi’i, Abu Muhammad Afif al-Din Abdullah ibn As’ad ibn Ali
ibn Sulayman (d. 768 AH.(

.£¢€Mirat al-Jinan wa 'lbrat al-Yagzan fi Ma'rifat Ma Ya'tabar min Hawadith al-
Zaman (Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Kutub al-'limiyya, 1997.(

*Yaqut al-Hamawi, Shihab al-Din Abu 'Abd Allah Yaqut ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Rumi (d.
626 AH.(

.£eMu'jam al-Udaba’, ed. Ihsan 'Abbas (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1993.(
.£1Mu'jam al-Buldan (2nd ed.: Dar Sader, Beirut, 1995.(
Second - References:

+lbn al-'Imad al-Hanbali, 'Abd al-Hayy ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn al-'Imad al-
‘Akri al-Hanbali (d. 1089 AH.(

.YShadharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar man Dhahab, ed. Mahmud al-Arna'ut (Damascus -
Beirut: Dar Ibn Kathir, 1986). « Al-Amin, Hassan«

.YThe Shi'a Islamic Encyclopedia (6th ed., Beirut, Lebanon: Dar al-Ta'aruf for
Publications, 2002.(

*Al-Zarkali, Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmud ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Faris al-
Dimashqi (d. 1396 AH.(

.YAI-A'lam (15th ed., Beirut: Dar al-'lim lil-Malayin, 2002.(
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*Kahhala, Umar Rida.

.£Mu’jam al-Mu'allifin (Beirut: Maktabat al-Muthanna.(

*Kurd Ali, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Razzaq ibn Muhammad (d. 1372 AH.(

.°Khitat al-Sham (3rd ed., Damascus: Maktabat al-Nuri, 1983.(

*Muhsin al-Amin, ibn Abd al-Karim ibn Ali (d. 1952.(

.VA'yan al-Shi'a, ed. Hassan al-Amin (5th ed., Beirut: Dar al-Ta'aruf for Publications,
1983). »« Walid bin Ahmed Al-Hussein Al-Zubairi and others

.YThe Concise Encyclopedia of Biographies of Imams of Interpretation, Recitation,
Grammar and Language (Manchester - Britain, Al-Hikmah Magazine, 2003 AD.(
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