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both an adversary in some areas and a
necessary partner in others. This study
aims at analyzing the American stance on
the Syrian role in the Middle East during
this period by tracing the evolution of
United States policy towards Damascus. It
also aims at understanding the underlying
principles, and exploring the repercussions
on key regional issues, such as the Arab-
Israeli peace process, the Lebanese crisis,
and the Second Gulf War.

The study is based on the United States
policy towards Syria which has been
featured by pragmatism. Washington has
sought to utilize the Syrian role to serve
its strategic interests, even when this has
contradicted its declared political discourse
on democracy and human rights.

Key words: (United States of America,
Syria, Taif Agreement, Iraqi invasion of

Kuwait, Madrid Peace Conference ).
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Abstract:

The period between 1989 and 1992 marked
a pivotal point in the history of the Middle
East. It coincides with major international
transformations including the collapse
of the Soviet Union and the end of the
Cold War. The result was reshaping of
the international and regional balance
of power. Meanwhile, Syria emerged
as an influential regional player which
consolidates its presence in key issues such
as: the Arab-Israeli conflict, the Syrian
presence in Lebanon, and its participation
in the international coalition during the
Second Gulf War in 1991.

This role made the United States in front
of a complex strategic challenge which

is represented by how to deal with the

regime of Hafez Al-Assad which was
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