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Abstract

This study examines the semantic functions of the auxiliary verb (kana) through a comparative analysis
of the traditional Arabic grammatical approach and the semantic perspective presented by Fadel Al-
Samarrai in his book Ma‘ani al-Nahw (Meanings of Grammar). The research aims to identify the various
meanings of kana, explore the similarities and differences between the two approaches, and highlight the
role of context in determining meaning. The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology by
examining Qur'anic and linguistic evidence, analyzing the opinions of classical grammarians,and comparing
them with Al-Samarrai's interpretations. It discusses the principal semantic functions of kana, including
temporal reference, continuity, expectation, circumstantial meaning, futurity, transformation, ability,
completeness, past reference, and emphasis. The study concludes that the primary function of kana is to
express temporal reference as a defective verb, whereas many of its attributed meanings arise from
contextual and syntactic factors rather than from the verb itself. This finding underscores the importance
of contextual semantics in interpreting Arabic texts, particularly the Qur'anic discourse.

* Lect. Dr. Muthanna Adnan Mohammed Adday
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