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Abstract
This study examines U.S. policy toward Africa between 2001
and 2021, focusing on the dual approach of counterterrorism
and economic influence. The September 11 attacks marked a
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turning point in Washington’s perception of Africa’s strategic
importance, leading to an expanded military and intelligence
presence in regions such as the Horn of Africa and the Sahel to
confront transnational terrorist organizations. At the same time,
the United States sought to strengthen its economic
engagement through trade agreements and strategic
investments, aiming to counterbalance the growing influence of
other international actors such as China and the European
Union. The research concludes that U.S. policy in Africa has
been characterized by a duality that combines security and
economic considerations, serving primarily as a tool to
safeguard American interests rather than to address the
continent’s development and stability priorities.
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