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China's Strategy in Africa for Securing Energy

Resources during (2020-2024)

Dr. Zainab Abdullah Mankash Ruaa Adnan Abood
Al-Nahrain University, College of Political Science

Abstract: This study examines China’s energy strategy in
Nigeria during the period 2020-2024, focusing on investments
in oil, gas, renewable energy, and related infrastructure. It
provides a comprehensive analysis of the motivations behind
China’s expansion, strategic directions, and the economic,
social, and environmental impacts of these investments in
Nigeria’s energy sector. The main drivers include competition
with Western companies, China’s surplus industrial capacity,
and Nigeria’s urgent need for reliable and sustainable energy
resources. The study highlights China’s strategic engagement
through conventional energy projects and renewable energy
initiatives, emphasizing the role of the Belt and Road Initiative
as a key mechanism for infrastructure development,
strengthening bilateral partnerships, and supporting long-term
cooperation in the energy sector. The research also addresses
the economic, social, and environmental implications of these
investments, including debt sustainability, job creation,
technology transfer, capacity building, and the promotion of
environmental standards. China’s strategy follows a pragmatic
dual-track model that balances securing national energy
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resources with supporting local economic growth in Africa
while contributing to the transition toward sustainable energy.
Chinese investments foster industrial development, expand
employment opportunities, and facilitate the transfer of skills
and modern technologies. The integration of renewable energy
projects with conventional oil and gas investments
demonstrates  China’s  adaptability to  international
sustainability standards and commitment to achieving green
development objectives.

Keywords: Belt and Road Initiative, Oil and Gas Investments,
Sustainable Development, Chinese Strategy
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