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Summary

Russian strategic thinking constitutes a comprehensive
response designed to curb NATO's expansion by integrating
diplomacy, military doctrine, and combat readiness. This
approach reflects the Russian leadership's—personified by
President Vladimir Putin—acute awareness of the necessity to
safeguard Russia's strategic interests and national security
against any potential threats posed by the alliance's
enlargement. Such a strategic mindset demonstrates a profound
understanding of the surrounding geopolitical landscape,
ultimately contextualizing and justifying Russian actions on the
global stage.

Accordingly, this research aims to elucidate the impact of
Russian strategic thinking on President Putin's perceptions
regarding confronting NATQ's expansion and securing national
security. To achieve this, the researcher adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach, as it aligns optimally with the study's
nature and objectives. Additionally, behavioral and functional
approaches were employed to assess the depth of President
Putin's realization of the threat posed by NATQ's expansion.
Keywords: Strategic Thinking, Perceptions, Russia, NATO
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