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The Impact of Child Labor on Iraqgi National Security after
2003: An Analytical and Geographical Approach

Rose Nazar Ahmed? Muntasser Majeed Hamed*
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Abstract

The phenomenon of child labor represents one of the most
critical issues threatening Iraq’s national security after 2003,
given its intertwined political, security, social, and economic
dimensions. It constitutes a clear manifestation of the structural
crises that have afflicted Iragi society since the 1980s and
intensified following the U.S. invasion in 2003¢< The
accumulation of wars, economic sanctions, and institutional
failures produced fragile environments marked by poverty,
unemployment, the deterioration of the educational system, and
the absence of social protection programs for vulnerable
groups. These conditions compelled many lIragi families to
push their children into the labor market as a coping strategy
against economic pressures¢ What makes this phenomenon
even more alarming is that its impact extends beyond

»3( Master's Candidate / Republic of Irag/ University of Baghdad / College
of Political Science.
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undermining the foundations of development to posing a direct
threat to national security by producing generations deprived of
education and vocational skills, rendering them more
vulnerable to exploitation by various groups in crime,
extremism, or the informal labor market This research seeks to
analyze the phenomenon in its multiple dimensions, focusing
on the disparities in child labor rates across lIragi provinces
over different years« It underscores that child labor cannot be
understood in isolation from its broader historical, political,
economic, and social. Keywords: Child Labor, National
Security, Impact, Geographical Distribution.
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