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Map of the conflict in the South China Sea and

its trends
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Abstract:

This research aims to study the conflict map in the South China
Sea and analyze its trends in light of sovereignty disputes and
geopolitical influence between regional and international
powers. The research addresses the evolution of the conflict in
this region, focusing on the sovereignty struggle between the
states bordering the South China Sea, such as China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Brunei, as well as the
influence of major powers such as the United States on the
regional situation. The research also reviews the dimensions of
the conflict related to regional security, military balances, and
freedom of maritime navigation. The research problem
revolves around a main question: To what extent does the
South China Sea conflict reflect an overlap between
sovereignty disputes and geopolitical influence in light of
increasing international interventions? The research relies on
the descriptive-analytical approach to examine the political and
strategic dimensions of the conflict, in addition to the historical
approach to understand the historical roots of territorial claims
and to monitor developments in the current situation in the
South China Sea. It also uses a prospective approach to
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forecast the future based on current data. The research reaches
several conclusions, most notably: The conflict in the South
China Sea is complex and combines a dispute over sovereignty
and geopolitical influence. China also uses the "nine-dash line"
as a reference for its expansive claims in the sea, a claim
opposed by many countries in the region. The involvement of
major powers such as the United States also heightens tensions
in the region. The study recommends the need to promote
multilateral diplomatic solutions, enhance regional dialogue
under the ASEAN umbrella, and emphasize respect for
international law and the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea as the basis for resolving the dispute.

Keywords: conflict, South China Sea, sovereignty disputes, regional
powers, international powers
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