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Social change and its role in activating the Russian-

Ukrainian crisis
Asst. Dr. Yasser Ali Haddad
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Political Science
y.haddad@uomustansiriyah.edu.iq

Abstract

This study seeks to approach the Russian-Ukrainian crisis
from the perspective of political sociology by analyzing the
social variable, with its formative and functional components,
as the deep structural foundation that contributed to producing
the crisis and fueling its escalating trajectory. The study
proceeds from the hypothesis that the conflict is not the
outcome of a sudden political or military event, but rather the
result of an accumulative process shaped by the interaction of
deep social structures that accompanied the history of the
shared East Slavic space. To achieve this, the study adopts a
synthetic approach that combines a set of scientific methods
within a framework that moves from a reading of thin
geopolitics to thick geopolitics. The study traces this process
across three levels: first, by deconstructing the formative and
functional structures of the social variable; second, by
analyzing their reflections in a Ukrainian political reality
marked by structural fragility; and third, by explaining the
transformation of this variable from the domestic sphere into
the structure of an open geopolitical conflict. The study
concludes that postponing the resolution of foundational
issues, particularly identity, legitimacy, and the orientation of
the state, does not lead to their transcendence, but rather to
their reproduction in more acute forms. Accordingly, the 2022
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war was not the beginning of the crisis, but the moment of its

full exposure.
Keywords: Russian-Ukrainian crisis, social variable,
formative and functional structures, structural fragility,
.constitutional oscillation
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