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The Use of Health Diplomacy in Foreign Policy: A
Comparative Study of Iran and Turkey.

Alaa El-Din Mohamed Alwash Assist.Lec.
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Abstract:

This research examines the use of health diplomacy as an
instrument of soft power during the COVID-19 pandemic,
through a comparative analysis of the experiences of Iran and
Turkey. The study highlights how the pandemic provided an
opportunity for both countries to project international influence
and enhance their global image by employing non-traditional
tools of foreign policy, particularly in the health sector. Using
the theoretical framework of soft power (as developed by
Joseph Nye), the study explores how public health initiatives,
humanitarian aid, and pandemic-related discourse were utilized
to build alliances, shape perceptions, and assert regional
leadership. The research adopts a qualitative comparative
approach, relying on discourse analysis and policy review to
assess the effectiveness and limitations of each country’s
strategy.

Keywords: Soft Power, Health Diplomacy, International
Relations, Foreign Policy, Global Image
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